
TOWN OF OAK CREEK COLORADO 
SNOW REMOVAL PLAN 

 

PURPOSE: 
 To aid the Town of Oak Creek Public Works and Police Department in the safe, 
efficient and expeditious removal of accumulated snow fall on all public streets, right of 
ways and applicable Town-owned property during any and all magnitude and duration 
of any snow event. 
 
GOAL: 
 The Town’s principal goal during any snowstorm is to keep primary and collector 
streets open and safe for the motoring public. In addition to primary and collector 
streets, priority is given to: streets adjacent to schools, bus routes, police and fire 
stations, and essential town infrastructure; intersections with stop signs, hills, curves, 
and dangerous intersections on residential streets. All remaining residential streets will 
receive service only after the above priorities are treated and only when conditions 
warrant. 
 
 The primary goal is to have all PRIORITY ONE routes/streets plowed and 
sanded by 8:00 a.m.  This goal is contingent upon the magnitude and duration of any 
snow event. 
 
 The secondary goal is to have all PRIORITY TWO routes/streets plowed and 
sanded by Noon.  This goal is contingent upon the magnitude and duration of any snow 
event and may become a non-priority during a snow emergency. 
 
 The third goal is to have all PRIORITY THREE routes/streets plowed and sanded 
and all applicable town owned property cleared of accumulated snow fall by 3:00 p.m.  
This goal is contingent upon the magnitude and duration of any snow event and may 
become a non-priority during a snow emergency. 
 
 The fourth goal is to have all right of ways, fire hydrants, major intersections and 
those seniors or disabled individuals with authorized Snow Removal Requests 
walkways or driveway cleared of plowed snow and to haul accumulated snow from all 
town owned snow storage areas to facilitate additional snow storage as the result of 
future snow events. 
 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES: 
** OBJECTIVES ** 

 
 The primary objective of the Town’s Public Works and Police Department is to 
provide a plan for the safe and orderly movement of emergency equipment, vehicular 
traffic and pedestrians in the Town of Oak Creek (Town).  A snow removal plan has 
been developed to facilitate this objective as it relates to street maintenance during 
adverse weather conditions.  The procedures presented in this plan serve to outline the 
manner in which the Public Works Department directs town crews to solve problems of 



snow accumulation during both ordinary and emergency situations.  Average snowfall in 
Oak Creek is about 130 inches. Because of the high cost of equipment and labor, the 
town cannot economically justify removal of all accumulations of snowfall from every 
street in Oak Creek. The Town’s policy is to provide maximum service on major arterial 
streets and other selected streets comprising a network to safely and orderly move the 
majority of the Town’s traffic, and to provide access for emergency vehicles and school 
buses. 
 

** PRIORITIES ** 
 

 The following priorities outline the established level of snow removal to be 
expected for streets in that priority level. 
 
  - All main arterials considered to be the minimum network, which must be 
kept open to provide a transportation system connecting the fire stations, police station, 
and other essential emergency services, Town infrastructure, bus routes and streets 
adjacent to schools, shall be considered PRIORTIY ONE streets/routes.  These 
streets/routes consist of: 
 
    - BELL AVENUE 
    - SHARP STREET 
    - WILLIAMS STREET EAST OF SHARP 
    - MOFFAT AVENUE 
    - NANCY CRAWFORD BOULEVARD 
    - DODGE STREET 
    - LINCOLN STREET 
    - GRANT AVENUE 
    - MEYERS STREET 
    - COLFAX STREET 
    - SHORT STREET 
 
 The remaining arterials considered to be the secondary network shall be 
considered PRIORITY TWO streets/routes.  These streets/routes consist of: 
 
    - CARBON STREET 
    - GRANDVIEW STREET 
    - ROLLESTONE STREET 
    - ARTHUR AVENUE 
    - DIAGONAL STREET 
    - WILLIAMS STREET WEST OF SHARP 
    - OAK STREET 
    - VIRGINA STREET 
    - HIGHLAND STREET 
    - OAK RIDGE CIRCLE 
    - FIRST, SECOND, THIRD AND FOURTH STREETS 
 - LINCOLN AVENUE SUBSTATION, EMERGENCY 

GENERATOR 



 
 All remaining areas shall be considered PRIORITY THREE streets/routes.  
These streets/routes consist of: 
 

-  ALL ALLEYWAYS 
- ANY APPLICABLE PEDESTRIAN FOOT PATHS / 

SIDEWALKS ADJACENT TO TOWN OWNED 
PROPERTY 

- ALL PROPERTY OWNED OR MAINTAINED BY THE 
TOWN OF OAK CREEK (TOWN HALL, PUBLIC 
WORKS SHOP / WATER TREATMENT PLANT, WASTE 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT, DECKER PARK) 

 
 PRIORITY FOUR streets/routes shall consist of the clearing or removal of 
accumulated snow from all right of ways, fire hydrants, major intersections and removal 
of hauled accumulated snow from all town owned snow storage areas. 
     
  - Oak Creek has approximately 12.7 including the state owned and 
maintained Colorado Highway 131 (Main Street). For snow removal, they are divided 
into the above-described categories. Except for very unusual conditions or 
emergencies, streets/routes or segments of streets/routes are assigned to one of the 
prioritized categories. Under most conditions, Priority 1, 2 and 3 streets/routes will be 
kept open and maintained. When that is not possible, they will be dropped from the 
maintenance list in reverse order (Priority 3 streets/routes will be dropped before Priority 
2 streets/routes, Priority 2 streets/routes will be dropped before Priority 1 
streets/routes).  
 
  - When plowed snow either restricts or interferes with the safe flow of 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic, snow will be loaded and hauled to pre-determined 
Town-owned storage sites. When possible, the majority of hauling will be done during 
off-peak traffic times and early morning hours.   
 
  - Parking on streets may be temporarily restricted immediately if parked 
vehicles interfere with through traffic, plowing, sanding, or snow removal operations 
particularly during Snow Emergencies. 
 
  - It is illegal for private persons to place, dump, or push snow into or 
across town streets or rights-of-way from adjacent properties without prior, annual 
permission from the Town of Oak Creek Public Works Director. 

 
PROCEDURES: 
 When plowing is required, snow can only be piled toward the curbs. Opening of 
driveways is the responsibility of the property owner, not Public Works. The Public 
Works Department tries to keep this problem to a minimum. We ask the citizens of Oak 
Creek to understand that clearing of the public right of ways is Public Works job and to 
be patient and recognize that during snow removal of any kind, there is bound to be 
some temporary inconvenience. 



 
CLEAN-UP & PARKING:  
 Parking on Main Street (SH 131) is not permitted any day of the week during the 
hours from 2:30 a.m. to 6:00 a.m.   
 
No parking is permitted in the alleyways whatsoever.  Additionally, if there is available 
off-road parking this area must be used and parking on streets/routes shall be avoided. 
 
The Town Public Works Director may authorize alternate parking plans in special 
circumstances, and such alternate parking approval shall only be authorized in writing. 
 
SNOW EMERGENCY – WHAT IS IT? 
 
 The Town Administrator and Public Works Director have the authority to declare 
a snow emergency when snow conditions are such that normal snow removal 
operations are not able to keep the streets clear. During snow emergencies, a special 
“No Parking” ban goes into effect on selected town streets. This is the most effective 
way to provide access for effective snow control/removal operations. 
 
 The priority streets are the first plowed for the entire town. The Snow Route 
System was planned so very few residents have to go more than a few blocks to get to 
a plowed street. It also allows emergency vehicles to get within a few blocks of every 
residence. These are truly “emergency” routes to keep essential services functioning 
after a major snowfall or heavy drifting that could otherwise paralyze our town. 
 
 Priority 2, 3 and 4 streets/routes are plowed immediately after Emergency Snow 
Routes are completed. Vehicles parked on a snow route during emergency conditions 
may be ticketed and towed at the owner’s expense. In addition, plows may continue to 
work the area around parked vehicles, blocking them with piles of snow. 
 
 


