David Torgler, Administrator/Clerk

COMMUNICATION FORM
FROM: David Torgler, Town Administrator/Clerk
DATE: July 12,2023
ITEM: Recommendation to participate in a regional grant application to complete a South Routt

Regional Housing Needs Assessment.
ATTACHED: N/A
BOARD ACTION: X _ ACTION ITEM
DIRECTION REQUESTED
INFORMATION

REQUEST OR ISSUE: Consideration to allow staff to work with South Routt partners to submit a grant
application to DOLA asking for funding support of a regional housing needs assessment.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Consideration of a motion for Town staff to prepare a grant application, in
coordination with South Routt partner organizations and submit a grant application to DOLA seeking
EIAF — More Housing Now funding for a regional housing needs assessment.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: On June 20, 2023 representatives from the South Routt School
District, Town of Yampa, Routt County and Town of Oak Creek met to discuss the opportunity to work
together on a South Routt regional housing needs assessment. Following that meeting Town
representatives have had conversations with State officials regarding a local, i.e. Town, application or if a
regional, multi-agency application would be better received. The feedback is that there will be a lot of
competition for State funding and that regional applications will likely provide the State with a better
return on the investment. State officials encouraged the housing needs assessment and encouraged the
Town to apply for funding while cautioning that the Town will need to be prepared to address why the
Town is not participating with a regional assessment. Applications are due August 1, 2023 and a
volunteer has offered her grant experience to coordinate preparation of an application. With the Board’s
approval staff will contact representatives from other South Routt representatives to build a partnership
for a joint application and work to submit this timely. In addition to the above mentioned organizations
other possible partner or supporting agencies might be the Oak Creek Fire Protection District and the
South Routt Health Service District. Based on the June 20, 2023 meeting mentioned above, and the
perception that affordable housing is needed in South Routt, a regional partnership application is likely.

FISCAL IMPACTS: A volunteer familiar with State agency grant applications has offered to coordinate
the preparation of a grant application. DOLA’s Housing Division is offering 90% State funding. The
remaining 10% cost can be shared between the partner agencies and may be eligible for funding by the
Colorado Housing Finance Authority, aka CHFA.

LEGAL ISSUES: IGA’s may be necessary.

CONFLICTS OR ISSUES: Completion of a regional housing needs assessment will help support future
applications for capital improvements needed for housing development(s) in South Routt communities.

SUMMARY AND ALTERNATIVES: See above.
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