David Torgler, Administrator/Clerk

COMMUNICATION FORM

FROM: David Torgler, Town Administrator/Clerk
DATE: March 30, 2023
ITEM: Ordinance 664 Amending Chapter 8.30 Park Safety

ATTACHED: Ordinance 664
BOARD ACTION: X ACTION ITEM

DIRECTION REQUESTED

INFORMATION
REQUEST OR ISSUE: In November 2021 and at the February 23, 2023 Town Board meetings Board members
discussed amending the Municipal Code to allow alcohol in Town parks, considering whether to allow beer and
wine in Town parks with a permit to accommodate small events, like recreational activities and memorial services
when sales do not occur. Concerns expressed were how to maintain the family atmosphere currently enjoyed in
Town parks, concerns about extra clean-up commonly associated with events, and how to consider approval from
the community and from outside the community to allow for beer and wine consumption. Staff was directed to
prepare and post and ordinance to update and amend the current Chapter 8.30 per the Board’s discussion at the
February 23, 2023 meeting.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the Board holds a public hearing and considers adoption of Ordinance 664
Amending Chapter 8.30 Park Safety of the Town of Oak Creek Municipal Code.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Presently alcohol is generally not allowed in Town parks without a Special Event
Permit. In Colorado the consumption of alcohol beverages in any public place is prohibited, unless authorized by
a local government. Currently some residents and non-residents want to enjoy a beer or glass of wine in Town
parks. One solution is to obtain a Special Event permit which is a category of permits that allow the sale of
alcoholic beverages in parks or other spaces and requires approval by the Town Board. The Special Event
permitting process is not conducive to allowing people to bring their own beer or wine and enjoy a beverage at a
company picnic, a recreational event, a memorial service or other common gatherings in our parks. Based on the
Board’s discussion and direction at their February 23, 2023 meeting, Town staff has drafted an ordinance to
amend Chapter 8.30 Park Safety that will allow and regulate the consumption of alcohol in certain Town owned
parks.

FISCAL IMPACTS: There might be more clean-up required.

LEGAL ISSUES: None known.

CONFLICTS OR ISSUES: See above.

SUMMARY AND ALTERNATIVES: See above.




