David Torgler, Administrator/Clerk

COMMUNICATION FORM

FROM: David Torgler, Town Administrator/Clerk
DATE: February 17, 2022
ITEM: Draft Changes to Town of Oak Creek, Title 8.30 Park Safety

ATTACHED: Title 8.30 Park Safety - Redline
BOARD ACTION: __ ACTIONITEM

_X __ DIRECTION REQUESTED

INFORMATION

REQUEST OR ISSUE: In November 2021 Town Board members discussed amending the Municipal Code to allow
alcohol in Town parks, considering whether to allow beer and wine in Town parks with a permit to accommodate
small events, like recreational activities and memorial services when sales do not occur. Concerns expressed were
how to maintain the family atmosphere currently enjoyed in Town parks, concerns about extra clean-up
commonly associated with events, and how to consider approval from the community and from outside the
community to allow for beer and wine consumption.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the Board reviews the draft Title 8.30 with staff and directs staff to prepare and
post an ordinance to update and amend the current Title 8.30 as proposed or with changes.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Presently alcohol is generally not allowed in Town parks without a Special Event
Permit. The Town does not have an easy way to navigate the process that can permit consumption of alcoholic
beverages in public. Currently some residents and non-residents want to enjoy a beer or glass of wine in Town
parks. Special Event permits are a category of permits that allow the sale of alcoholic beverages in parks or other
spaces. The Special Event permitting process is not conducive to allowing people to bring their own beer or wine
and enjoy a beverage at a company picnic, a recreational event, a memorial service or other common gatherings
in our parks. If allowance for beer and wine in a Town park is to be allowed some issues that the Board might
consider are:
1. Should glass containers be allowed?
2. How should Town officials address application of any changes to allow beer and wine in Town parks to the
rental agreement with the Oak Creek Hockey Association during the seasonal rentals.
3. Should there be a limit on how much beer and wine can be stored at leased facilities?
Should there be a limit on how much beer and wine can be brought to the park by one individual?
5. Should all parks be included in this allowance for beer and wine? Johnson Park, Main Street Park, Town
walking/hiking trails, Decker Park, Pump Track Park, Noon Whistle Park? The Oak Creek Mountain Park is
outside the Town limits.

E

FISCAL IMPACTS: There might be more clean-up required.

LEGAL ISSUES: May not be able to treat residents and non-residents differently.

CONFLICTS OR ISSUES: See above.

SUMMARY AND ALTERNATIVES: See above.




